L is 


ave 
and 
. of 
life 
was 
and 
sole 
1 af- 
cen- 
een 
um, 
pest 
nce, 
in a 
ch is 
res. 
n of 
f the 
they 
‘the 
ners, 
‘ters, 
your 
eat.” 
| the 
end. 
ed a 
lave, 
lays ; 
1 mi- 
s he 
f all 
nirth 
f the 
nly is 
wards 
is fa- 


large 


mmon 
indivi 
ion by 
ry, at 
fT.& 

New- 





WORDS, 
where 
_ be re- 
, or 24 


» to thik 





= 


‘at the treatment © 


es: ye THe ~ 
CHRISTIAN JOURNAL; 


LITERARY REGISTER. 





— 





No. 15.] 


No, I. FOR AUGUST, 1818. 


fVou. TX 








A Brief History of the Syrian Churches 
in the South of India. 


(Continued from page 216.) 


» In 1597 the Archbishop received in- 
telligence of the death of Mar Abra- 
ham; and, according to the Pope’s 
Brief, appointed Francisco Roz, a Je- 
suit, Vicar Apostolic of the Diocess. 


In the May following, on the retarn | 


of the Archbishop to Goa, from which 
he had been some time absent on a 
visit through his Diocess, it was de- 
termined that George, the present 
Archdeaton of the Syrians, should, in 
conjunction with Francisco Roz, and 
the President of the College of Vai- 
picotta, be constitated Bishop of the 
Diocess. The Archbishop’s patent 
was accordingly sent, accompanied by 
the Confession of Faith of Pius the 
IVth. which the Archdeacon was re- 
quested to sign: but, as he objected 
to the pérsons who had been proposed 
as assistants, nothing was then done. 
A short time after, however, the Arch- 
deacon was appointed Governor of the 
Churches ; and was agdin urged to 
sign the Confession, which he deferred 
to do, requesting four months to con- 
sider the question, hoping that a Bi- 
shop mighty during that time, arrive 
from Babylon; not knowing, perhaps, 
that the ports were closely blocked up 
by the Portuguese. At the expiration 
of the appointed time, the signature 
of the Confession was again urged, 
which the Archdeacon peremptorily 
renee ere y assembled 
a synod o 3 who, enraged 
fot their Bishops, cad 

robably foreseeing the ruin of their 
burch, promised, with an oath, to 
defend their Archdeacon and their 
privileges to the attermost. ‘This re- 

Vou. I 
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== 


solution was publishéd, added to an+ 
other, that no Catholic priest should 
be permitted to enter their Churches 5 
and that thuy would in future  ac- 
knowledge no prelate who should not 
come from Babylon’ — .. - . 
This resolute conduct alarmed Me- 
nezes in some degree ;: yet, as nothing 
was permitted to damp his zeal for his 
Church, and the honour of his Master, 
he determined to visit those Churches 
in person, when he eta enabled 
to act as opportunities might suggest: 
but, as war had at that time fallen out 
between the kings of Mangate and 
Paru, in whose territories a great num 
ber of the Churches lay, it was deter- 
mined to defer the visit till the follow- 
ing spring. In the mean time the 
Archbishop wrote to the Archdeacon, 
apprizing fim of his intention, and re- 
questing him immediately to submit 
to the Church of Rome. jan 
_ This letter very much alarmed the 
Archdeacon, knowing, as he did, that 
his people were by no means able to 
cope with the Port 3; and f 
ing, moreover, the king of Cochin, 
whom he knew to be the ally of Me- 
nezes. He,’ thereforey'‘retarned for 
answer, that he would sign the Con- 
fession, provided some’ priest who was 
not a Jesuit was sent to receive his 
subscription. This was not égactly 
what Archbishop wished; yet he 
consented to send a Franciscan Friat 
to the Archdeacon, who, after all, re- 
fused to sign the Confession of ‘Faith 
of Pius the [Vth. at that time; but 
signed a paper, in which be professed 
himself a Catholic, and —. 
duplicity of this was clearly perceived 
by Menezes, who, at syeceeded 
in obtaining the subscription of the 
Archdeacon; though his attachment 
pes 
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éo his ancient customs and Church 
remained the same. 

The Archbishop, perceiving that 
negociations would eventually produce 
nothing, resolved, at length, to under- 
take his projected visitation; and ac- 
cordingly, having arranged some po- 
litical measures to be transacted on 
his route, and provided himself with 
a body of armed men, he embarked 
on board a galley at Goa, Dec. 27, 
1598; and, in‘ a short time, arrived 
at Cochin. The Archbishop, after a 
splendid reception by the governor and 
principal inhabitants, apprized them 
of his intentions to reduce the Chris- 
tians of St. Thomas, and requested 
their assistance in this important mea- 
sure, which they. promised. The king 
of Cochin, however, probably unwil- 
ling to give up so many brave subjects, 
inf erhaps perceiving that the medi- 
tated reduction of that people was 
undertaken for no other purpose than 
that of adding strength to the arms of 
Portugal, which were already suffi- 
ciently powerful to, awe the native 
princes, thought proper to throw some 
mmpediments in the way of the Arch- 
bishop’s arrangements, which, how- 
ever, his superior policy enabled him 
to remove ; and, at length, the pre- 
late. proceeded without molestation, 
on his pious warfare. — 
The first step taken by Menezes, 
was a letter to the Archdeacon, re- 

uesting his presence at Cochin: but, 

e Archdeacon not appearing, Letters 
of Safe Conduct were despatched, giv- 
ing the strongest assurances that no- 
a; that had-passed would be no- 
ticed. 


On the receipt of this, the Arch- 
deacon assembled his Casanars,* with 
the principal inhabitants, to take into 
consideration the ‘measures to be 

adopted. It was determined that the 
Archdeacon should wait on Menezes ; 
but not without a guard of 3000 men 
well armed, to prevent the probabi- 
lity of his being made prisqner and 
sent away. It was, moreover, deter- 
mined, that they should agree to some 
non-essentials which the Archbishop 


* This word, frequently called Casanars, is compounded, according to La Croze, of 


might propose ; but to demur on ques- 
tiens of greater moment, as it was 
probable Menezes would soon return 
to Goa, and leave them in possession 
of their ancient rights; especially as 
they then expected a Bishop from 
Babylon, to whom alone they should 
tender their obedience. 

The Archdeacon, accordingly, ate 
tended by his guard and two Pani- 
quais,t proceeded to Cochin, where 
he was received and conducted to the 
palace of the Archbishop by the go- 
vernor of the city. After the usual 
forms of respect, the Archdeacon took 
his seat, and the Paniquais placed 
themselves at the right and left of the 
Archbishop, with their swords drawn, 
in order to defend the Archdeacon. 
But, on closing the doors to exclude 
the multitude, a serious affair had 
nearly taken place ; for the friends of 
the Archdeacon, supposing that this 
was done in order to make him pri- 
soner, began to prepare fof violent 
measures ; crying out, that the time 
had. at length arrived, when they 
should manifest their attachment to 
their religion and Arehdeacon. But, 
hearing from within that all was well, 
they desisted. : 

. After this the Archbishop proposed 
his visitation of the Syrian Churches ; 
and named the College of Vaipicotta 
as the first place’to be taken in his 
route, whither he wished the Arch- 
deacon to proceed, in order to meet 
him, and to witness and second his 
perareres 7 3, to which the -Archdea- 
com gave his assent: 

The Archbishop embarked accord- 
ingly for Vaipicotta, where he arrived 
in due.time; but found that the Arch- 
deacon had not made his appearance. 
From the College of the Jesuits he pro- 
ceeded to the Parish Church, dressed 
in his pontificals, and attended by the 
scholars and governors of the institu- 
tion. There he delivered an elabo- 
rate sermon, from the words of St. 
John, chap. x. 1. He that entereth no: 
by the door, &c. From these words 
he attempted to show that the Church 
of Rome was the door of. the Sheep- 


Kasheesha,, Priest, and WVaire, noble; the former a Syriac, the latter a Malabar word. 
+ Persons who lsave.g number of armed men at their command. 
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fold ; and that the Patriarchs of Ba- in order to be confirmed, a ceremony 
bylon were thieves and robbers. Af- hitherto unknown among them. At 
ter this he ordered the congregation the same time he informed them of 
to attend him on the day following, the existenceof purgatory ;* ‘of which 


* It may not be amiss to enter here a little minutely into the consideration of this 
question; as the Romanists have, since the time of Menezes, assumed that every 
Eastern Church has, in common with itself, the seven sacraments; namely, Baptism, 
Confirmation, the Eucharist, Penitence, Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and ate 
mony. © ‘ ‘ , 

It appears, however, from the Acts of the Council of Diamper, held under Menezes 
jn 1599, that the Christians of St. Thomas held only three sacraments; namely, Bap- 
tism, the Eucharist, and Holy Orders. ‘This was remarked by La,Croze, (p.342.) and 
oppostd to the erroneous statements of Renaudotius, in which he had assumed, as 
above remarked, an universal consent with the Church of Rome in the use 6f the 5a- 
craments. | ; 

La Croze, moreover, asserted, (p. 205) that the Eastern Churches had not recog- 
nized even the number of seven sacraments prior to the times. of the Crusades, when 
they had probably adopted it in tmitation of the Latins. _Asseman, however, (Tom. 
Ili. pt. ii. p. 391, &c.) in his refutation of La Croze, objects that the Christians of 
St. Thomas had, in this particular, deflected from the faith of their forefathers; and 
then professes to show, from what he deems ancient authors in the Syrian Church, 
that not only the number of seven sacraments was acknowleged, but. that the: very 
sacraments of the Romish Church were originally held. by the Nestorian Church...” 

The first author, however, that he produces, is Ebed Jesu, Metropolitan of Soba, 
who flourished in the beginning of the fourteenth century. With respect to the other 
authors, whose names he mentions, (p. 240) some of whom lived as early as the se- 
venth century, it is sufficient to remark, that not orie of them has acknowledged the 
existence of seven sacraments, much less identified them with those of Rome. La 
Croze has, moreover, shown, (p. 342) that, prior to the twelfth century, no mention is 
made of the seven sacraments, even among the writers of the Latin Church; and that 
Allatius could not, in liké manner, produce one testimony to the same effect from the 
ancient Greek Fathers. 

Ebed Jesu (Bib. Orient. Tom. III. pt. ii. p. 240) does, indeed; acknowledge seven 
sacraments, yet these do not coincide with those of Rome: “ There are,” says he, 
‘seven sacraments, which are, actording to the intention of the Divine Books, 1. Or- 
ders, which is the completion of all the sacraments. 2. Holy Baptism. 3, The Oil 
of Unction. 4. The Offering of the Body and Blood of Christ. 5. The Remission of 
‘Sins. 6. The Holy Leaven. -7. The Signing of the life-giving Cross :” where no men- 
tion is made of the sacraments of Confirmation or Matrimony. — ° 

With regard to Confirmation, Menezes was well aware that it was wholly unkrfown 
in India; for in the Acts of the Synod of Diamper (Geddes, p. 213) he says, “ For- 
asmuch as hitherto there has been no_use, nor so much as knowledge, of the Holy Sa- 
crament of Confirmation among the Christians of this Bishopric, &c.”” Father Simona, 
Renaudotius, and Asseman, have, ‘however, evaded this, by the mihi co at oe we 
that Menezes knew nothing at all about the matter; and adding, that the Sacrament 
of Confirmation in the East is included in that of Baptism. ‘It is remarkable (Geddes, 
p. 210) that the Jesuits in England had formerly recourse to the same expen and 
asserted, moreover, that Confirmation was not very necessary, and might be dispensed 
with. It should follow, if this mode of arguing be granted, that the Syrians acknow- 
ledge eight sacraments, which effectually destroys the fancied agreement in number. 

- But it does not appear, from the Syrian writers themselves, that any such constrac- 
tion ought to be put upon the use of the Holy Oils'in Baptism.  ‘ The Oil,” (Bib. 
Orient. Tom. III. pt. ii. p. 247,) says Elias, Bishop of Anbara, who flourished early in 
the tenth century, “ with which the priest anoints the heads of baptised persons, is 
4 mystical sign of the confidence which the saints do hence receive.” And Timothy IL 
Metropolitan of Mosul ‘and Arbela, ‘A: D. 1318, says, (Bib: Orient. Tom. Ill. pt. ii. 
p. 261,) “So Water, Oil, the Priest, and the Prayers of tlie Priest, are the substantial 
parts of Holy Baptism; if one of which be wanting, Baptism is by no means complete.” 
Words to the same effect are used by George, Me itan of Arbela, who flourished 
about the middle of the tenth century. What is cited by Asseman from Joseph Ih 
in which he reproaches the Nestoriahs for not acknowledging the sacrament of Con- 
firmation, vanishes, when we know that this Joseph is one of the Sham Patriarchs that 
was set up by Pope Innocent the XIIth. A. D. 1696, and whose authority was never 
acknowledged at Mosul. It appears, therefore, that the Christians of St. Thomas had 
not deflected from the usage of their forefathers in not ac ing the sacrament 
of Confirmation’; and that the citations*made by Asseman himself tend- te prove tire 
statements of La Croze, which they had —a torefte. So. 











likewise they had never before heard. 
This sermon and confirmation had but 
little effect, it should seem, on the 
minds of the Syrians: for the Arch- 
bishop at length perceived, that, not- 
withstanding his presence at the morn- 
ing and evening prayers, still the Pa- 
triarch of Babylon was mentioned as 
head of the Church. This he deter- 
mined no longer to suffer, although 
the Jesuits insisted on the expediency 
of making some sacrifices to the pre- 
judices of the people. He accordingly 
excommunicated the Patriarch; and 
compelled the Archdeacon and Casa- 
re to sign the excommunication, and 

x it to the Church doors for pub- 
lication. 

The people, on being informed of 
this proceeding, were irritated to the 
greatest possible degree; and, hasten- 
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ing to the Archdeacon, requested his 
permission to fall at once upon their 
adversaries; and either to revenge the 
cause of their injured Bishops and Pa- 
triarchs, who had now ruled them for 
more than 1200 years, or fall in the 
atte:mpt. 

The Archdeacon, probably foresee- 
ing that nothing less than the extir- 
pation of their whole race would re- 
sult from such a proceeding, advised 
the people to submit for the present 
to their afflictions; observing, that 
there was a time for all things, and 
that the present was one for dissimu- 
lation rather than revenge; that ‘he 
had, indeed, signed the excommunica- 
tion; but this ie had done purely out 
of fear, well knowing that the Arch- 
bishop was seconded by the King of 
Cochin, in whose ferritories they re- 





AsSeman and Renaudotius, however, go still further, and would prove, from the use 
of this Holy Oil, the sacrament of Extreme Unction as acknowledged in the. Eastern 
Churches: but not to mention that this would swell the number of sacraments to 
nine, and that Ebed Jesu does not admit it in his enumeration of the sacraments, and 
that (Bib. Orient. Tom. HL pt. ii. p. 276) George of Arbela only mentions the laying 


of hands upon the sick as one of the duties of the Priest, it cannot follow by any just _ 


mode of arguing, that Extreme Unction was ever yet considered as a sacrament in the 
East. ‘ 

It would hardly have been expected that Asseman would have attempted to show 
that Matrimony was considered as a sacrament by the Syrians, when Ebed Jesu had 
excluded it from his enumeration of them. Yet, that nothing may be left untried 
to support the faith of the Church, he has attempted this also. ‘ Simon Sulaka,” 
says he, “ when a Monk, at Rome, in 1553, expressly enumerated Matrimony in the 
number of the sacraments.” The account given by Geddes (Hist. Church Mal. p. 12.) 
of this Simon Sulaka, is, I think, a sufficient refutation of his statements. ‘“ In the 
year 1552, one Tum Siud, or Simon Sulacan, a Monk of the Order of St. Pachomius, 
who pretended to have been chosen Patriarch of Mosul, or Seleucia Parthorum, or 
Babylon, for they are all the same, by the whole Clergy of Persia and Assyria, came 
to Rome and submitted himself to the Pope.....He presented Letters and a Confession 
of Faith to the Pope, which he pretended were sent by all the Eastern Bishops. In 
these Letters the Pope’s Supremacy was exalted as high as if they had been writ by a 
Parasite Canonist, &c...... Tum Siud, after he was dismissed at Rome, imstead of re- 
tarning to Babylon, went and lived in an obscure place called Charamet, or Amed,” &c. 

As to the citation from Ebed’ Jesu, (Bib. Orient. Tom. III. pt. ii. p. 318) in which 
St. Paul’s words are translated, “ This is a great sacrament, but I speak of Christ 
and the Church,” it is unnecessary to dwell upon the refutation of such sophistry. 

It may, perhaps, not be amiss here to remark, that the matter of the Holy Leaven, 
as also that of the Oil, is considered among the Christians in the East as a sacrament, 
supposing they have preserved them from the apostolic times. This is a great proof 
of their superstition and ignorance, which we may reasonably hope that a revival of 
true religion among them may induce them to disregard. 

‘Whe attempt of Asseman to show that Auricular Confession was in use among the 


Syrians, is no.less ridiculous than that of endeavouring to establish the sacrament of 


Matrimony: for it is well known that Joseph IL. whose words he cites to this effect, 
was. like Simon Sulaka, a sham Patriarch of Amed, set up also by the Pope: he died 
A; D. 1714. - ‘ 

It would be superfluous to enter into the question of Transubstanfiation,. as it 19 
évident, from Asseman’s own citations, (Bib. Orient. Tom. LI. pt. ii. p. 294, 5,) that 
some of the best and most ancient writers, of both the Nestorian and Jacobite com- 
munity, did not hold it; and, consequently, that the Christians of St. Thomas could 
fiot, with propriety, be accused of innovation in this particular. 
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sided ; and who would certainly re- 
venge any affront offered to the Arch- 
bishop, on their lives and estates. 
With regard to himself, he was de- 
termined to. die in defence of the re- 
ligion of his country, rather than sub- 
mit to the introduction of . Popery. 
This he hoped the Christians of St. 
Thomas would consider a common 
cause ; nor by any means be breught 
to allow that faith to be superseded 
by the delegates of Rome, which they 
had received at the hands of the Apos- 
tles. He was greeted by the loudest 
acclamations of the people, declaring 
that they would sacrifice both their 
lives and property jn the cause of 
their aucient faith. 

‘fhe Portuguese were much alarm- 
ed on being informed of this proceed- 
ing; and remonstrated with the Arch- 
bishop on the rashness of the step. 


_ He, however, withthe spirit that ani- 


mated his coadjutors in Europe about 
the same time, replied, that he was so 
far from feeling any compunction for 
what he had done, that he was pre- 
pared to de the same again, should 
circumstances require it: for the pre- 
sent, however, he should proceed: in 
his intended visitation. - 
The -Archbishop accordingly pro- 
ceeded to Paru, which is the Metro- 
polis of a kingdom, in which the most 
respectable body of the Christians of 
St. Thomas resides. These people 
were probably less friendly to the Ro- 
man Catholics than those of any other 
Church on the coast of Malabar; for, 
notwithstanding two youths of a no- 
ble family among them had visited 
Rome, and obtained some privileges 
for their Church from Gregory XLL. 
yet their inveteracy to the Church of 
Rome was so great, that they banish- 
ed these youths on the spspicion that 
they had been infected with Catholic 
superstitions, and wished to introduce 
them among the Christians of St. 
Thomas. The Christians of Paru 
had, at first, agreed to prepare some 
festivities for the reception of the 
Archbishop; but, hearing of his pro- 
ceedings at Vaijpicotta, these were 
quickly changed for arms. The Arch- 
bishop was received, therefore, on his 
landing, by only a few persons, with 
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dejected countenances; and, on his 
proceeding to the Charch, found) it 
filled with armed men. 

These appearances of hostility in- 
timated to the Archbishop the pro- 
priety of ordering his guards and ser-- 
vants on board, well knowing the dif- 
ficulty of keeping the zeal and igno 
rance of both parties within their. 
proper bounds. His own intrepidity 
and management, he foresaw, would 
effect more than could possibly be ex- 
pected froma the attachment’ of his 
adherents. He accordingly put on his: 
pontificals ; blessed the congregation ; 
and then delivered an harangue of an 
hour and a half, in which he laboured 
to show that there was but one true 
religion, and that this was the Reman; 
and, consequently, that it was the duty 
of all Christians to submit to it. On 
concluding this harangue, he proceed+ 
ed to establish the Sacrament of Con- 
firmation ; and exhorted all present 
immediately to receive it. The ser- 
mon, indeed, produced no visible ef- 
fect on the people; but, when he talk- 
ed of confirming, he was no longer 
to be borne. The people exclaimed 
that they would ‘never be confitmed 
by him: that Confirmation had never 
been taught by their Prelates; and 
that it was‘no Sacrament, bute device: 
framed by the Portuguese, with the 
view of reducing them’to slavery by 
making a mark on their forehead, and 
giving them a box.on the ear :—that 
although their brethren at Vaipicotta 
had base iy submitted to this indignity, 
they would never permit him to touch’ 
their beards or their wives’ faces: 
they would moreever advise him -to 
return to his countrymen, while ‘he 
was safe; as it was probable, that his 
interference with their religion and 
privileges might produce more serious 


_ consequences than he had at first ap- 


prehended. 

The Archbishop ig said- to have’ lis- 
tened to all this with great patience ; 
and to have proceeded to prove that 
Confirmation-was a Sacxament, which 
still more irritated the Syrians. At 
Jength the Archbishop, finding that his 
disputation only tended to make the 
matter worse, rose and said, with soma 
vehemence, that he preached the doc- 
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trines of Christ and St. Thomas, 
which were believed by all Christians, 
and for the, truth of which he was 
prepared to die. He then proceeded 
to challenge those to a public disputa- 
tion, who had had the audacity to 
speak against the Roman faith in 
nightly conventicles. This had no 
better effect than his preceding ha- 
rangue. The ascusation of nightly 
conventicles was warmly answered by 
the Archdeacon; who immediately 
left the Church, and, in a short time, 
returned with a few boys, which he 
presented to the Archbishop for Con- 
firmation, with this sarcastic remark— 
that he cou!d persuade tio one else to 
submit to the rite. 

The Archbishop, finding nothing 
could be -here effectually done, re- 
turned to his vessels much dissatisfied ; 
but resolving to pursue his route to 
Mangate, in order te see what might 
there be effected toward the comple- 
tion of the object which he had in 
view. On his arrival at Mangate, he 
found the Church nearly filled with 
goods and women. . They had been 
lodged tMere. in consequence of a 
war between the kings of Mangate 
and Paru. The Archbishop, having 
comforted the inhabitants in their pre- 
sent distracted state, proceeded to 
po out the errors in which they had 

een educated; and the necessity of 
reform, and of submission to the 
Church of Rome: but, hearing that 
some armed men were on their way 
after hun from Paru, he judged it ex- 
pedient to hasten aboard his vessels, 


and to set sail immediately for the. 


next stage of his tour. 

The next place visited by the Arch- 
bishop was Cheguree, a town situated 
in the kingdom of Cochin. There, 
the prelate, sending an order to the 
Casanars and the inhabitants to meet 
him at the Church, was informed, that 
the Church doors were shut, and that 
neither man, woman, nor child, was 
to be seen in the town. The friends 
and attendants of Menezes endeavour- 
ed hereupon to persuade him to desist 
from his project, which they were of 
opinion might endanger the life of his 
highness. Menezes, however, with a 
perseverance seldom equalled, and a 
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zeal rarely to be found in a better: 
cause, answered, that no consideration 
whatever should deter him from pro- 
secuting the object in view; and, a8 
he was the true representative of St. 
Thomas, he entertained no doubt of 
his ultimate success. On being in- 
formed, however, that the Archdeacon 
had concealed himself in the town, 
with a determination of never coming 
into his presence again, he withdrew 
to his cabin and wrote, desiring him 
once more to do him the favour of a 
visit, assuring him that he should take 
no notice of what was past, and hoping 
to convince him of his errors from the 
Scriptures. ‘On the receipt of this 
Letter the Archdeacon assembled the 
Casanars and principal inhabitants, in 
order to take the matter into consider- 
ation: when it was soon determined 
that they should wait on the Archbi- 
shop; but not without suchprecautions . 
as might prevent their being made 
prisoners. They accordingly waited 
on him in his cabin, and soon came to 
the point in question. * It is true,” 
said the Archdeacon, “ your Lordship 
has not experienced that respect and 
attention among us which we had 
intended; and should, indeed, have 
shown, had rot your Lordship erdea- 
voured to introduce novelties into our 
religion, which neither we nor our 
forefathers ever’acknowledged. You 
have, moreover, excommunicated, as 
a heretic, our Patriarch, whom we 
know to be a most holy man.” ‘To 
this the Archbishop replied, That it 
was well known that the Patriarch of 
Babylon was a Nestorian, and there- 
fore a heretic: and, not to trouble 
them with further arguments to show 
that’all’Nestorians were heretics, he 
would only ask them one question: 
Did they believe the Gospel of St. 
John? “ Yes,” said the Archdeacon, 
* and would rather die than deny any 
thing contained in it.”—“ Then,” said 
the Archbishop, “in the Gospel of 
St. John, it is said, The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us; Dut, 
in your Service for the Nativity, you. 
are taught to say, that ‘ the Word did 
net make itself flesh, as the unbeliev- 
ing Romans teach, but did only dwell 
in Christ, as in a° Temple.” The. 
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Archdeacon is said to have given no 
answer to this; but to have passed to 
another point: “ Your Grace,” said 
he, “ would also persuade us, that 
none can be saved who do not submit 
to the Roman Church ; which St. 
John has no where affirmed. We 
have, moreover, in our possession, a 
letter from Caius, Bishop of Rome, 
in which he says, that his jurisdiction 
does no more extend to the Paitri- 
archate of Babylon, than that of Ba- 
bylon does to the See of Rome. We 
have also the same thing affirmed in 
the Letter on the Lord’s Day.”* In 
reply to all this, the Archbishop en- 
tered into an elaborate harangue on 
the primacy of St. Peter,- the succes- 
sion of the Pope, and his. being the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth. This 
favourite argument of the friends of 
the Pontificate had but little weight 
with the Syrian Archdeacon; who, on 
closing the conference, insisted on 
the Archbishop’s neither confirming 
any person, nor exercising any Epis- 
copal Functions in that “md : but 
that he should conduct himself, in 
every respect, as a Bishop who was 
a stranger. With regard to matters 
of faith, it was determined that a Sy- 
nod should be assembled, as early as 
convenient, for their consideration. 
Matters being thus arranged, the 
‘Archbishop set sail for Canhur, where 
he soon arrived, and was met by the 
Archdeacon ; who informed the peo- 
ple of the late arrangements, and the 
Archbishop was permitted to preach 
in their church, sermon of Me- 
nezes, a8 might be supposed, went 
principally to prove the Pope Su- 
premacy, which gave great offence to 
the Archdeacon and Congregation. 





- The Archdeacon, however, on .ac- 


count of either real er pretended 
sickness, requested permission to re- 
turn to Cheguree 5 which the Arch- 
bishop very willingly granted, as mat- 
ters of a political nature demanded 
his presence elsewhere. 





e This Letter, accordmg to La Croze, 
is said to have been dictated by our Lord, 
to have been written by an angel, and to 


have fallen from Heaven to Jerusalem 
xbout the eighth century. It is, no doubt, 
@ superstitious legend of ne authority. — 


eagerly 
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Some time after this, the Archbi- 
shop made a short stay at a place call- 
ed Porca, where was a church be- 
longing to the Christians of St. Tho- 
mas: and being met there by the king 
of that arr? whose presence gave 
him some authority, he proceeded to 
the church, where he performed 
Mass ; and then confirmed the who 
congregation, in diredt violation of the 
treaty which he had only a few weejs 
before signed; po 

(To be continued.) 





Lovers of Pleasure.—An Extract. 


Aeatnst such men, it is the duty 
of the Christian teacher, in every age, 
to guard. It is his duty to resist their 
influence, and to reprove their sin. 
While, by the authority entrusted to 
him, he is to admonish and censure 
those who are “ lovers of their own 
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blas~ 
phemers, disobedient to parents, un- 
thankful, unholy, without natural af- 
fection, truce. breakers, false accu- 
sers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 
those that are good, traitors, heady, 
and high-minded ;” he is to admonish 
and censure those also “ who ate 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God.” . | | ; 

This atite riage ts a “hard 
saying.” The votar: easure will 
ant plead, that his Lome na- 
tural and harmless ; that, although he 


‘devotes himeelf to the study-ef amuse- 


ment, and although that study may be 
frivolous, his indulgence is of no cri- 
minal kind ; that it is unjust to rank 
him with atrocious offenders. He 
contends that it is unjust to tax him 
with failure in love to God, merely 
because he gratifies the innocent pro- 
‘pensities which God himself hath 
si in the breast ; merely because 


e freely enjoys the good things which _ 


God himself hath provided. 

It is true, that God hath inspired 
the love of innocent pleasure, and 
that he hath amply provided the 
means of its 
also true, that he hath given us duties 
to perform, which are to constitute 


ion. Butitis - 


the business of life. . If we allow our 
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love of amusement to grow into a 
“arnt if we make its pursuit our 

siness, we exalt it to a rank to 
which, in the eye of wisdom, it hath 
no solid claim. 

It is true that it is an awful charge 
to call any of the creatures of God 
lovers of pleasures more than of him. 
It argues at once @ deeper misfortune 
and a grosser perversion of nature, 
than we should at first glance ascribe 
to the character of him who devotes 
himself to the pursuits of frivolous 
amusement merely. But the ques- 
tion, whether or not the title is justly 
incurred, may be brought to an easy 
issue. “ By their frnits shall ye know 
them,” saith our Saviour, speaking 
of those principles by which conduct 
js swayed. © ' | 

In bringing the matter to this sim- 
ple test, I shall endeavour to show 
you the effects produced by the in- 
temperate pursuit of mere amuse- 
ment upon every branch of duty ; 
upon the duties which we owe to 
ourselves ; upon the duties which we 
owe to our fellow mén; upon the 
duties which we owe to our country ; 
and upon the duties which we owe to 
our God. If the intemperate pursuit 
of mere amusement, however harm- 
less it may appear to the transgressor 
himself, and to many an indulgent 
witness of his folly, be in truth inju- 
rious to the performance of these du- 
ties, its votaries are “ lovers of plea- 
sures more than lovers of God.” — 

The intemperate pursuit of amuse- 
ment is injurious to’ the performance 
of those duties which we owe to our- 
selves; and, therefore, in so far proves 
its votary to be no lover of God, — 

The lover of pleasures, too, may 
hope at first that the intemperate in- 
aulgwaet which he allows them is 
compatible with his improvement ; 
that he, too, will return from their 
fascinations to the business of active 
duty, with keener zeal and renovated 
strength. But, alas, it isnot so. As 
* he who leveth silver shall not be 
satisfied with silver; nor he who lov- 
eth abundance with increase,” so is 
it with the votary of pleasure. ‘The 
insidious ally which promised at first 
its aid to duty, by degrees withdraws 


hovers of Pleasury, 
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the pledge ; establishes on the ruin of 
every rival its owh dominion, and ex- 
tends its requisitions with merciless 
severity. His’ mind, dissipated and 
weakened by unrestrained frivolity, 
feels as an intolerable oppression the 
steady discipline which wisdom de- 
mands. Amusement becomes. the 
“ one thing needful ;” in pursuit of 
which “the pearl of great price” is 
forgotten ; the “ field” is unexplored 
which hides the real “treasure.” 

The votary of pleasure has neither 
time nor inclination for cultivating 
his faculties, and for establishing the 
graces of the Christian spirit within 
him. A shallow refinement:he may 
attain; and he may boast of its fan- 
cied value, But the tinsel contains in 
it nothing intrinsically useful or dig- 
nified. ‘There is wanting all that can 
give elevation to the character, or 
solid peace to the mind. In forced 
and feverish heat there may spring 
a plant of sickly elegance, But the 

» which strikes deep its root, and 
flings an ample shade around, must 
be trained by other culture, 

To the performance of social as 
well as of personal duties, occasional 
amusement gives aid. ‘The heart ex- 
pands to every gentle affection, while 
cheerfulness and gaiety are around. 
The sharers of our pleasures become 
doubly dear to us. While they con- 
fribute to our satisfaction, they gain 
@ stronger claim to our assistance ; 
as, on the other hand, we willingly 
hear the instructor, and follow the 
guide, who softens the dignity of wis- 
dom with temperate and innocent joy. 
_ But, when the fatal barrier is past 
which divides intenmerate from inno- - 
cent joy, the effect is entirely revers- 
ed. In the whirl of constant dissipa- 
tion the heart becomes selfish and 
hardened, When pleasure is the only 
counsellor, its counsel is to turn away 
the eye from every painful object 3 
to shut the ear against all but dulcet 
and lulling sounds ; to plan only the 
new folly, which to-morrow aadlens 
ceed the folly of to-day; to count 
every employment of time and fortune 
lost, if it do not contribute to the 
great purpose of life, pleasure, self- 
ish pleasure, 
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- In that higher walk of benevolence 
which reaches to the wants of the 
mind and of the soul, the lover of 
gree is still lets likely to excel. 

e hath sacrificed to his favourite 
pursuit the improvement of his own 
naturg, and is not likely, by his pre- 
cepts and example, to benefit others. 
He is neither willing nor able to dig- 
nify himself, by contributing to their 
improvement in knowledge or in 
grace. 
Nor is his domestic influence more 
useful. The controul ‘which he 
ought to exercise in the more private 
walks of life, over those who more 
immediately depend upon him, he 
throws wilfully and criminally away. 
His children he abandons to the 
charge of ethers, at an age when they 
most require a parent’s nursing care, 
2 parent’s watchful eye. ‘The spiri- 
tual welfare of his dependants enters 
not once into his regard. If he chide 
their indolence, if he reprove their 
vice, it is only because these qualities 
affect his own interest and comfort, 
not because through them a brother’s 
soul may perish. - 

* - *« *+ *+ © *& & & BB *# 

Let not the female part of the com- 
munity consider themselves as unin- 
terested in this view of the subject. 
By them the future champions of the 
state are trained.; and must not the 
mother, who is herself the slave of 
frivolous amusement, expect to see 
her neglected offspring rise around 
her, feeble in bedy, and feebler in 
mind? By them the public manners 
are dictated. While their example 
sanctions the unrestrained pursuit of 
pleasure, indolence and effeminacy 
prosper under their smile. Bat if 
they delight in employments that are 
useful, and in sentiments that are 
ennobling; assembling a worthier race 
around them, they will be safe through 
the enthusiasm which they themselves 
have kindled. | 

These discordant principles let us 
not hope to unite. ‘The life of man 
18 too short, his powers are too limited 
to admit of more than one great ob- 
ject in his plan of action. We can- 
not serve two masters; we cannot 
serve God and mammen ;” we cannot 
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be equally “lovers of God” and “ lo- 
vers of pleasures.” 


Address of the Right Rev. Bishop 
Kemp to. the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Maryland, May 21, 1818, 


My Rev. Brethren ‘of the Clergy, and 
Gentlemen of the Laity, 


In compliance witha requisition of 
the 45th canon of the General Con- 
vention, 1 beg leave to state to you 
such occurrences ashave passed since 


» the meeting of the last Convention, in 


which the interests of the Church of 
Maryland are implicated. 

Immediately after the adjournment 
of the Convention, I admitted the 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton to. the holy order 
of Deacons, and the Rev. Mr. John- 
son to the Holy Order of Priests. 
In consequence, too, of testimonials 
from thé Standing Committee, in fa- 
vour of ,Mr. Gilliss, Mr. M‘Iiheny, 
Mr. Keetch, Mr. Roach, and Mr. Lowe, 
they were received as candidates for 
Holy Orders, and arrangements were 
made for the superintendance of their 
studies. 

On the 17th day of July, 1317,.1 
consecrated to the service of Almighty 


God a new stone Church, built by - 


Mr. Edward Day, at his own expense, 
by the name of St. John’s Church, of 
St. John’s Parish, in Baltimore county, 
and, at the same time, confirmed 
twenty-nine persons. This Church is 
now under the ministry of the Rev. 
Mr. Johnson, - 

I visited St. John’s Church, in Wash- 
ington, of which the Rev. Mr. Hawley 
is Rector ; and, on the 23d of July, 


administered the holy ordinance of 


Confirmation to twenty-nine persons. 

In passing over to the Eastern- 
Shore, to ordain the Rev. Mr. Bulkley, 
I took the Church in Chester-Town in 
my way, where I confirmed fifteen 
persons; and, on the day following, I 
admitted that gentleman to Priest’s 
Orders, in the Parish Church of St. 
Paul’s, Queen Anne’s county. 


On Sunday, 14th day of Septem- 


ber, I held @ confirmation in my own 
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Parish Church, in this. city, when 
twenty-nine persons received that 
holy ordinance. 

On the 22d of October, T ordained 
Mr. John Avery, of North-Carolina, 
and Mr. Charles Mann, of Maryland, 
Deacons, in St. Paul’s, in the city of 
Baltimore. 

In the autumn I set out to visit that 
part of the Diocess which lies south 
of Great Choptank River ; and, on the 
26th of October, 1 commenced my 
duties, by holding a confirmation in 
Christ Church, Cambridge, where 
seven persons were confirmed. The 
Rev. Mr. Weller had lately settled in 
this parish. On the 28th I adminis- 
tered the same holy ordinance at 
Green Hill Church, in Stepney: Pa- 
rish, Somerset county, to twedve per- 
sons; and, on the next day, to thirty, at 
Spring Hill, a chapel of the same 
parish, of which the Rev. Mr. Stone 
is Rector. At Princess Anne, in one 
of the churches of Somerset Parish, 
L confirmed, on the 31st, eleven per- 
sons. The Rev. Mr. Wickes, from 
Wilmington, was just about to settle 
in that. parish. The following day, 
being wet and stormy, I was compel- 
led to give up my appointment in Co- 
ventry Parish. On the 2d of Novem- 
ber I reached Snow-Hill, where I 
administered the sacred ordinance of 
confirmation to thirty-six persons. In 
this parish the Rev. Mr. Smith had 
lately settled. Here I was obliged 
to close my visitation, and return to 
my charge in Baltimore. 

Onthe 23d of November I confirmed 
sixty-two persons in Trinity Church, 
_in this city, ef which the Rev. Mr, 
Bartow is Rector. . 

I visited St. Anne’s Parish, in An- 
napolis, under the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Davis, and there I confirmed 
twenty-one persons on the 12th of 
December. And, on the 24th of the 
same month, I held a second confirm- 
ation in St. Paul’s, Baltimore, where 
twenty-six persons were . confirmed. 
On the Sth of February, 1818, too, I 
held a second confirmation, during 
the year, in Trinity Church, Balti- 
more, and, at that tume, confirmed 
thirty-two. 

On the 15th of April I visited St. 
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James, in Baltimore county, and con- 
firmed fourteen persons. This is one 
of the churches under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Johnson. In St. Peter’s, in 
the city of Baltimore, af which the 
Rev. Mr. Henshaw is Rector, I held 
a confirmation on the 19th of April, 
and confirmed fifty-five persons. 

On the 27th of April Lset out from 
Baltimore to visit the parishes along 
the Potomac, beginning at the East- 
ern-Branch, and extending through 
part of Charles county; but inasmuch 
as I was entirely unacquainted with 
that district of country, and appoint- 
ments had not been regularly made, 
I held confirmations in the parish 
churches of John’s and Durham. A 
list of the persons confirmed in these 
two places hag not yet been forwarded 
to me. 

From these minutes, it appears, 
that, since the last Convention, ] 
have held seventeen confirmations, at 
the greater part of which I have 
preached, and also sometimes admi- 
nistered the Lord’s Supper. The 
whole number, exclusive of St. John’s 
and Durham, confirmed in the year, 
amounts to 408. I have consecrated 
one Church, and ordained three Dea- 
cons and two. Priests. 

My situation admits of visitations 
in the Diocess much seldomer than 
could be wished, and than the interest 
of the Church might require. 

I am Rector of St. Paul’s, in Bal- 
timore, from which I derive my liv- 
ing; and that, of course, is entitled 
to all my services. My sense of duty, 
as well as my sacred obligations, re- 

uire me to be in my pulpit every 
rd’s day, if possible. I have, there- 
fore, studied to arrange my visitations 
in such a manner as to be absent from 
Baltimore as few Sundays as can be. 
Still, 1am well aware, that my visit- 
ations are thus rendered less useful, . 
and less desirable, than they otherwise 
might be. ‘But the present state of 
the Church admits of no remedy for 
this inconvenience. I have brought 
it to view, however, that it may ope- 
rate, as I ain persuaded it will, as an 
urgent call upon the members of the 
Church, to exert themselves in creat 
ing a fund for the support of the Epis- 
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copate. The duties of this office, to 
be faithfully and ‘advantageously per- 
formed, particularly by a person ad- 
vanced in years, as all of this order 
must be, would requite all the time, 
and all the labours of the Bishop. 
And I am satisfied that the interests 
of the Church suffer considerably 
from this very circumstance. I hope, 
therefore, the wisdom of this body 
will be applied to lay a foundation for 
a remedy to this inconvenience. 

Since the last Convention, the Rev. 
John Irvine has closed his ministry 
here on earth, and passed into the 
world of spirits. 

The Rev. Mr. Jackson, last autumn, 
gave up his cure in Hager’s-Town, 
and has travelled as a missionary in 
the western states, during the winter. 
I have received several communica- 
tions from him, in which he gives a 
‘most interesting account of the state 
of religion in that quarter of the 
country; and from which it appears 
that an immense harvest is already 
ripe fur Jabours in Christ. 

The Rev. Mr. Turner has removed 
to the Diocess of New-York, the Rev. 
Mr. Forman to Delaware, and the 
Rev. Mr. Bausman to Virginia. As 
these gentlemen iiintaitieod unspotted 
characters, I gave them all the testi- 
monials required by the canons. 

The Rev. Mr. Cooper, late Presi- 
dent of the College in Chester-Town, 
has also left this Diocess; but as he 
did not apply to me for a testimonial, 
I am altogether unacquainted with 
his views and his destination. 

The Rev. Alfred Dashiell has re- 
moved to the state of Virginia ; but 
as he never acknowledged my autho- 
rity, he never applied to me for a let- 
ter of dismission. : 

I must solicit the attention of this 
body to the case of the Rev. Mr. 
Handy. As I am unable to reconcile 
the various grounds that this gentle- 
man has taken, I have preferred lay- 
ing the papers respecting his conduct, 
before the Convention. Whatever 
may devolve on me as a duty, or as 
an obligation, I hope, with Divine aid, 
to be able to discharge. © Still it. will 


' yield me great relief to submit to the 


wisdom of this venerable assembly. 
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such cases as require gréat caution as 
well as great tenderness. 

I have had, during this year, to 
perform a most painful duty. It came 
to my knowledge, that the Rev. Mr. 
George Williams had, at different 
times, and on different occasions, pass- 
ed under different names. ‘This very 
circumstance, in the history of a fo- 
reign clergyman, appeared to me to 
be a sufficient cause for inquiry ; and 
the result of this inquiry was, that, 
in compliance with the duty imposed 
on me by the 9th canon of the Church 
in Maryland, I withdrew from Mr. 
Williams his license to” officiate asa 
minister ‘in this Diocess. In this 
awful duty I was countenanced and: 
supported by the Standing Committee, 
my Council of Advice. And here I 
must take leave to say, that so respon- 
sible and so important are the duties 
of this body, to the welfare and go- 
vernment of the Church, that too 
great caution cannot be exercised’ in 
selecting them. They grant testimo- 
nials to candidates for ordérs—they 
form the ecclesiastical court'for the 
trial of all offenders among the Clergy 
—they constitute the Bishop’s Coun- 
cil of Advice. I have, therefore, ‘to 
request of this body, that they would 
appoint Clergymen of the most tried 
fidelity, of the most sound discretion, 
of the most approved moderation and 

iety, to form this Committee.’ And 

pray that God, by his Holy Spirit, 


may-direct your minds in this ‘most — 


important duty. 

uring the last year, the Rev. Mr. 
Wheaton, and the Rev. Mr. Mann, 
both ordained in this Diocess, have 
settled; the former in Queen-Caroline 
Parish, Anne-Arundel county; andthe 
latter in William and Mary, Charles 
county. The Rev. Mr. Clay, from: 
North-Carolina ; the Rev. Mr. Wickes, 
from Delaware; the Rev. Mr. Weller, 
from New-York; the Rev. Mr: Wal- 
ker, and the Rev. Mr. Armstrong; from 
Pennsylvania; and the ‘ Rev.’ Mr. 
Stratton, from New-Jersey, have'set- 
tled in this Diocess. 

The Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in this: Diocess has 
been lately organized, and is now 
ready to commence its operations. 
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A delay, much to be regretted, has 
been occasioned by the circumstances 
of St. Paul’s Parish, The expense 
of building a Church, suited to the 
character of this large and growing 
city, has been so great as to require 
heavy contributions from our memi- 
bers; and it was not deemed correct 
to be too frequent in our application 
for money. We hope, however, to 
see this institution brought into ope- 
ration with due zeal and effect. 

A Society has also been formed, in 
this city, for the distribution of the 
Book of Common Prayer, and of the 
Homilies, which promises to be ex- 
tensively useful. In my visitations 
it has grieved me to find that there 
are many who profess to be members 
of our Church, who have no Prayer 
Book in their houses, A poor man, 
who possesses a Bible, and a Book of 
Common Prayer, may be considered 
as having a most valuable library. 
To this statement, and to these gene- 
ral observations, I beg. leave to add 
a few things, which more immediately 
apply to the Clergy and the Laity se- 
parately. 


My Rev. Brethren, 


The aspect of religion, at present, 
in this Diocess, taken in connexion 
with the state of the world in general, 
seems to add to the weight of our ob- 
ligations to adhere to the doctrines of 
the Church, to maintain her worship, 
and to unite in the most zealous ex- 
ertions to promote pure and undefiled 
religion. While some, released, ‘as 
they say, from the shakles of system, 
are running the career of error, in 
various directions, let us hold fast the 
form of sound words; which, at the 
altar of God, we solemnly promised 
to maintain and defend. 

That it is impossible to make men 
religious, without either winking at 
or teaching unsound doctrines, is a 
position which was early charged upon 
the ministers of Christ, but with no 
kind of justice. For a sincere Chris- 
tian never can admit, that any part of 
the truth is to be kept back as unsuit- 
able for the people to know, or that 
any of the doctrines or institutions of 
Christianity have not a direct and 


powerful tendency to promote holi- 


ness. Let us always sow pure and. 


genuine seed, and leave the increase 
toGod. Tares it may not, for a time, 
be easy to distinguish from wheat. 
They may give the field a false ap- 
Pom R of luxuriance, but when the 
arvest shall come, both will possess 
their distinctive character, and be 
doomed to their suitable conditions. 
The liberal spirit of our Church has 
amply provided for such small varia- 
tions of opinion, as may be expected 
to exist among even sincere, pious, 
and well informed Christians. But, 
for persons who have adopted her 
articles and her liturgy, as containing 
the great outlines of Christian dge- 
trine, to draw from these, systems di- 
ametrivally opposite, is what she never 
expected. Whatever may be said 
with regard to the construction of the 
articles in England, that matter re- 
mains no longer equivocal in America, 
because the articles have been care- 
fully revised. That we may know 
and preserve the truth as it is in Jesus, 
let us, with deep humility and ardent, 
prayers for divine illumination, search 
the Scriptures, for this, and this alone, 
will prove a remedy for all errors. 

Jn our communion we possess a 
treasure to which no other description 
of Protestants have any thing nearly 
equal. The Bible is the common 
property of all Christians, but the 
Book of Common Prayer belongs to 
us; although, I am satisfied, it would 
be a high gratification to the most 
pious and most learned of some other 
denominations to adopt it, 

To say nothing of the antiquity of 
liturgies, and their general use in the 
Church, the very nature of prayer 
seems to demand them. For that a 
duty to God, so important in its na- 
ture, so necessarily limited and defin- 
ed, should be left to the fortuitous 
motions and imaginations of the hu- 
man mind, would be extraordinary 
indeed! This the wisdom of our 


Church has guarded against. And 
let a minister duly instruct his people 
in the nature of prayer, if they pos- 
sess an humble and devout spirit, 
they will neither require him, nor 
permit him, to lay aside his Prayer 
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Book. Extemporaneous prayers are, 
in reality, to the people, as much a 
form as if they were written or print- 
ed, with these evident disadvantages, 
that they will be too apt to, savour of 


‘the folly, the vanity, or the spiritual 


pride of the individual. Of nothing, 
then, is our Church, next to the Bible, 
so tenacious as of her Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. And this she has again 
and again proclaimed to the world in 
the most awful terms. Nor can it be 
believed, that any other fair and legi- 
timate construction can be put upon 
the ordination vows, but that to con- 
Jorm to the worship of eur Church, 
means to use our liturgy. 

Still it is not the possession, but the 
due improvement, of such a treasure, 
for which we stand responsible. If 
the prayers of our Church be read 
with a cold, unfeeling, and uninterest- 
ed heart, devotional feelings will ne- 
ver be excited. However correct the 
emphasis, however just the cadence, 
however fine the tones of the minister 
may be, unless there be a devout heart, 
he will never rise above the character 
of a man, merely acting his part with 
a view to please his audience. But 
when a minister stands as an humble 
suppliant before his God, to confess 
his sins, and the sins of his people, 
and to pray for pardon and grace, 
there will be a holy simplicity in his 
manner, which the blessed spirit will 
transfuse into the hearts of the con- 
gregation. 

At the present time, my Reverend 
Brethren, there are some circum- 
stances in our favour, of the most im- 
portant kind; which, while they ought 


_ to enhance our gratitude to the Di- 


vine Head of the Christian Church, 
should rouge our zeal, and excite our 
most vigorous exertions. At no pe- 
riod, perhaps, have so many distin- 
guished and pious Laymen manifested 
so high a degree of interest in the 
concerns of the Church of Maryland. 
The other day we enjoyed a spectacle 
which must have filled every Christian 
heart with praise. A large number 
of our citizens met here, not to de- 
vise plans for the extension of com- 
merce ; not to lay schemes for inter- 
nal improvements; not to form poli- 


tical arrangements; but to join their 
efforts, and expend their wealth, in 
sending the Bible into the abodes of 
the poor. While we beheld one Se- 
nator, although tottering under the 
Weight of disease, expending the 
power of his eloquence to bring every 
feeling into unison on this mighty oc- 
casion; we saw another, who left his 
family and his domestic concerns, to 
which he had only returned a few 
days before from the business of the 
nation, for the purpose of adding’ his 
powerful efforts in extending the light 
and the influence of the Gospel of 
Christ, to those who sit.in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 

The Sunday Schools, too, promise 
the most extensive and salutary re- 
sults. ‘To bring up children in the 
“nurture and. admonition of the 
Lord,” although an: express and an 
important injunction of Christianity, 
had for many years been. shamefully 
neglected. And, indeed, among some 
professing Christians it, seemed to 
have been entirely overlooked. But 
now no man, however reputable in 
society, deems it below him to bring 
from the alleys and the suburbs of 
our cities, the children of the poor, 
and instruct them in the elements of 
knowledge, and in the principles of 
Christianity. 

These favourable indications it is 
our duty to improve—this powerful 
co-operation it behooves us to meet 
with a proportioned zeal and ardour. 

And as we all derive our authority 
from our blessed Lord; as we all de- 
pend for spiritual strength and ability 
on the Holy Spirit; as we are all en- 
gaged in the same great work of sal- 
vation; tenderness for one another, 
mutual support, and mutual assistance 
are essentially necessary. Indeed, 
we are instructed in Holy Writ to 
act and to suffer as one body. If 
there be any weak members am 
us, they are entitled to the aid of the 
strong. If there be any strong ones, 
their strength is not tu excite pride, 
or pamper vanity, but to be expended 
in the great cause. ) 

While it is impossible for the piety 
of a Layman to take a more unfor- 
trmate turns, than to be continually 





238 The Lord’s Supper.—An Extract. 


watching the conduct, and dwelling 
upon the failings of his fellow-crea- 
tures, so it is impossible for Clergy- 
men to manifest their zeal in a more 
ruinous way, than to assume party 
names and party distinctions, or to 
expose the weaknesses or the pecu- 
liarities of their brethren. We are 
all ministers of Christ—we all belong 
to the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Humility was a lesson taught by our 
Divine Master in the most impressive 
way. Every claim to superiority he 
rigorously suppressed, and when a 
rty spirit attempted to show its 
ost in the Church; when some said, 
I am-of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 
I of Cephas, and I of Christ, the 
Apostle asked them, Is Christ divid- 
ed? Was Paul crucified for you? or 
were you baptized in the name of 
Paul? Conscious that we are all 
weak, let us daily implore divine 
strength. The mind of a Clergyman 
ht to be daily and hourly soaring 
tasbeuvnes 


Genilemen of the Laity, 


The temporal affairs of the Church 
being in your hands, it is of consider- 
able consequence to the continuance 
and promotion of pure religion, that 
they should be zealously and judi- 
ciously managed. ‘The character of 
the Clergy will always bear some pro- 
portion to their condition in life. If 
you make an adequate provision for 
their support, you have a right to look 
for a more respectable and more 
Jearned ministry. Besides, of a mi- 
nistry independently supported, you 


can, with propriety, demand all their. 


time, and all their exertions, in visit- 
ing their flocks, as well as performing 
all the stated duties of their calling. 
And be assured, gentlemen, that those 
Clergymen will never fail to be most 
useful who are kindly supported and 
countenanced by the Laity. Besides, 
your exertions in the sacred cause can 
be ascribed to no interested views, no 
selfish motives, but to the real love of 
God, and the love of man; to an ar- 
dent desire to extend the dominion of 
Christ, and to save immortal souls. 

I think we may fondly venture to 
hope, that the clouds which obscured 
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the face of the Church in this Diocess, 
have been, in a great measure, dispel- 
led. For this let our hearts, and a!! 
that is within us, praise God; and let 
us all, both Clergy and Laity, by pious 
and hely lives, adorn the doctrine of 
our blessed Redeemer, that we may 
be finally admitted into the Church 
of the first-born in heaven. 


The Lord’s Supper —An Extract. 


Tus service is wisely chosen as 
the badge of our Christian profession, 
for the events which it commemorates 
illustrate the evidence of the Gospel. 

In a matter, however, so essen- 
tial to our interests, his goodness and 
his truth equally lead us to conclude 
that the evidence provided will be 
most ample—greater than might suf- 
fice for regulating our conduct in the 
ordinary concerns of life. Accord- 
ingly, we find every species of proof 
accumulated in favour of the Gospel. 
The wnerring wisdom of God an- 
nounced, in distant ages, Messiah’s 
day; and described the events that 
sheuld attend its appearing. These 
predictions found their accomplish- 
ment in the life of Jesus. The power 
of God was manifested in Christ; sub- 
jecting the laws of nature to his con- 
trol, and committed to him the dispo- 
sal of life and death. ‘ The works 
bare witness of him that he came 
from the Father.’ By the purity of 
the doctrine itself; by the distinguish- 
ed excellence which shone in the con- 
duct of the teacher; new interest and 
force are given to the external proof. 
Nay, in the unsearchable counsels of 
Providence, the circumstances of suf- 
fering and distress in which Jesus 
Christ was involved, contributed es- 
sentially to the evidence and progress 
of the Gospel. 

Not that the sufferings of Jesus, 
extorting from his disciples reluctant 
sympathy, received a support from 
tenderness, which judgment refused 
to sanction! They make a strong 


appeal to reason, by this remarkable - 
fact, that the suffering cause, though 
destitute of every worldly support, 
triumphed over diffichlty; and flou- 
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rished amidst opposition the most de- 
termined and powerful. 

Had he been that conquering 
prince whom they once expected him 


to prove, though they had followed ° 


his chariot unhurt through the thick- 
est of the danger, yet, when the heat 
of battle was 
world owned their sway, the sicken- 
ing thought might have returned, that, 
perhaps, they were still the dupes of 
an impostor; that the fabric ef his 
power was frail; and that a greater 
than man would chastise him in ven- 
geance. 

Had wealth, bestowed by their 
Master, heaped upon them every in- 
dulgence that luxury could devise; 
and had a venal multitude swelled 
their tide of triumph; their souls 
would yet have loathed in secret the 
parasitical arts and pretended convic- 
tion of minds base enough to be 
bought. They would have more than 
doubted the truth of a cause which 
owed its advancement to arts so mean. 

But, when they found themselves 
triumphing as the disciples of a cru- 
sified Master ; when they found them- 
selves, in the name of a crucified 
Master, enabled to banish disease by 
a word, or to recall the dead to life; 
when they found themselves, in the 
name of a-crucified Master, enabled 
to prevail in their struggle against 
principalities and powers; they were 
assured that the cause in which they 
were engaged was, indeed, the cause 
of heaven. : 

With this conviction on their 
minds, how rapturously would they ce- 
lebrate this solemn ordinance! With 
what gratitude would they acknow- 
ledge its institution, as the most valu- 
able bequest which their Master could 
have left: calculated to produce on 
their minds an indelible impression of 
his sufferings; which, though once 
their shame, enlightened reason now 
hailed as the pledge of their security. 
With what joy would they indulge 
the meditations which this solemn rite 
— As the fire began to burn 
within them, with what ardour would 
they vow at the altar of God, that no- 
thing should s¢duce them from their 
holy faith! . 


t, and a conquered . 
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He was soon fo be no longer pre- 
sent with them, to correct their preju- 
dices, and guide their hopes. His 
warning voice would soon admonish 
them no more. How necessary was 
it then, in the prospect of that minis- 
try in which they were to be engaged, 
that they should have an ordinance 
like this—to remind them how frive- 
lous were their temporal hopes ; - to 
show them how little the religion of 
Christ had to do with the vanities of 
human grandeur; to fix their view on 
a. spiritual kingdom? 2. sce 

For it was @ spiritual kingdom 
which Jesus came to establish. He 
came,not to realize the fabled achieve- 
ments of the Jewish hero, but to com- 
bat with transgression, and make an 
end of sin. He came, not to burst 
asunder the Roman yoke, and lead 
the wasriors of Ju to battle, but 
to save bis people from a harder bond- 
age; to make them more than con- 
querers over sin and death. For this 
he lived, and suffered, and died: He 
bore on the cross the. punishment of 
human guitt; and ‘ by his stripes we 
are healed.’ 

While this ordinance of Christ 
impresses upon aur mind the remem- 
brance of his sufferings, it leads us, 


by a natural and necessary connexion, — 


to the ‘ hope setbefore him:’ throogh 
which ¢ he endured the cross, despisin 
the shame.’ ‘Of this hope, he himself 
united the remembrance with the ori- 
ginal institution of the-Sacrament of 
the Supper. 

Yet a few hours, and. the disci- 
les beheld the pledge of this glorious 
ope! They beheld their Master 

burst the fetters of the tomb, and 
arise the ¢ first fruits of them who 
slept.’ Though he disdained the 
pomp of earthly greatness, he invest- 
ed himself with the dignity of the Son 
of God. Though he scorned the 
bribes of earthly ambition, he led 
into captivity the powers of darkness. 
They beheld him resume that glory 
which he ‘ had with his Father before 
the world was.” The clouds received 
him from their sight; and they heard 
the voice of an angel declaring, ‘ This 


same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in ltke 
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manner 28 ye have seen him go into 
heaven.’ 

Let us, my Brethren, when we 
come to the table of the Lord, asso- 
«iate the remembrance of his death 
with that of his rising again fronr the 
grave, and ascending to the right hand 
of God. This consideration is the 
source of unspeakable comfort to the 
real Christian. 

Jesus hath passed from suffering 
to glory. He who is new exalted as 
the King and Judge ef men, was him- 
self ‘a man of sorrows, and acquaint- 
ed with grief’ Therefore doth he 
sympathize with the infirmities against 
which we struggle. 

It was through the vale of sorrow, 
and of the shadow of death, that the 
Lord returned to the mansions of 
glory. Shall not his followers tread 
with cheerfulness the path which he 
also trod? Behold! he is with them, 
to guide and to defend them. He 
smooths to them the road of difficulty 
and surrow; disarms their last enemy 
of his terrors; and, in the hour of 
their departare, causeth the dawn oi 
eternal day to arise upon their souls. 
One ray of its glory banishes sorrow 
for ever. One moment of its fruition 
effaces the remembrance of every 
grief. Amen. 


f———______) 
From Buck’s Expositor. 


Isaran xlix. 14. The Lord kath jor- 
saken me. 


Tue truly excellent Christian poet, 
Coweer, died 1800. His talents, as 
a first-rate poet, are so well known, 
that nothing need be said here. But, 


in contemplating the life of this great 


man, we see how mysterious the ways 
of Providence are. Notwithstanding 
his high attainments as a Christian, 
he was permitted to fall a victim to 
melancholy, which so completely sub- 
verted those doctrinal sentimenis, 
which had afforded him, for the last 
nine years, the most transcendant 
comfort, that he considered himself 
as cast off for ever from the hope of 
mercy, although he never disputed 
the divine change which had been 


Miscellaneous. 
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wrought in his mind. Through the 
depths of his distress, Mr. Newton 
attended him with unfailing tender- 
ness of friendship, and once enter- 
tained him fourteen months at the vi- 
oarage ; but he was deaf to consola- 
tion or encouragement, while he sup- 
posed the ear of his Creator to be shut 
against his complaints: He ceased 
not only from attending public ser- 
vice, but likewise from joining in do- 
mestic worship, or attempting private 
devotion. His judgment was equally 
convinced as ever of the glory of 
Christ, and his desires for communion 
with God were as fervent; but appre- 
hending his own perdition to be de- 
termined by an immutable decree, he 


‘regarded it as blasphemy im him to 


ask for mercy. Well is it for us that 
God’s thoughts are not as our thoughts, 
and that whatever may be our views, 
and however depressed our spirits, he 
remains the same merciful Being. 


: Sn cote 
CONSECRATION. 


Cxnist Cavurca, in Ballston-spa, Sara- 
toga county, was consecrated to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God on the 11th inst. 
by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. Ow 
this occasion divine service was performed 
by the Rev. Mr. Butler, of Troy, and the 
Rev. Mr. Stebbins, of Schenectady; the 
sentence of consecration was read by the 
Kev. Mr. Lacy, of Albany; and a discourse 
was delivered to a highly gespectable and 
attentive congregation, by the Bishop, 
from a part of the 7th verse of the 48th 
Psalm, “Every one of them in Zion af- 
peareth before God.” 


(7? New stvreotype editions, in large 
and small print, of the Book of Common 
Prayer, intended for the use of indivi- 
duals, and for gratuitous distribution by 
societies, are now ready for delivery, at 
very reduced prices, at the store of T. & 


J. Swonps, No. 160 Pearl-street, New- 
York. 
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